In Memoriam: Henry S. Conard, 1874-1971 by unknown
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science 
Volume 79 Number Article 16 
1972 
In Memoriam: Henry S. Conard, 1874-1971 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you 
Copyright ©1972 Iowa Academy of Science, Inc. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias 
Recommended Citation 
(1972) "In Memoriam: Henry S. Conard, 1874-1971," Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science, 79(2), 
96-96. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol79/iss2/16 
This General Interest Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Iowa Academy of Science at UNI 
ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science by an authorized 
editor of UNI ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu. 
96 PROC. low A AcAD. Ser. 79 ( 1972-1973) 
IN MEMORIAM 
HENRY S. CONARD 
( 1874-1971) 
Henry Shoemaker Conard, H o ary Fellow of the Iowa 
Academy of Science, its President in 1914-15, and Grinnell 
College Professor Emeritus of Botany, Died at Lake Hamil-
ton , Florida, on October 7, 1971. 
Professor Conard was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
on Septemb er 12, 187 4. He completed work for the Bachelor 
of Science and Master of Arts degrees in 1894 and 1895, 
respectively, at Haverford College. Following a two-year 
tenure as Harrison Fellow a t the University of Pennsylvania, 
Professor Conard was granted the Doctor of Philosophy de-
gree in 1901. 
His teaching and post-doctoral assignmernts carried his spe-
cial talents to \Vesttown Boarding School, th e University of 
Pennsylvania, and Johns Hopkins University before he went 
to Grinnell College in 1906. During 38 yeaPs as Professor of 
Botany at Grinnell, Dr. Cnnard acquired a comprehensive 
knowledge of the naitural history of Iowa which ha1s been 
not only a source of enthusiasm and inspiration for genera-
tions of student.s, but also the substance of numerous and 
varied publications. A charter member of 1:he Iowa Conserva-
tinn Hall of F1ame, he was an internationally recognized au-
thority on the mosses and the waterlilies; and his lucid key 
to the Plants of Iowa, now in its seventh edition, has been 
the Held companion of botanists in Iowa 1and adjoining states 
for decades. 
A man of boundles's enthusiasm and energy, keenly aware 
of the intricacies and delicate beauty of :the natural environ-
ment, he continued to publish from his Florida home follow-
ing his 1944 retirement from Grinnell. As 1recently as 1968, 
his synoptic description of 1an unusual liverwort species was 
published in The Bryologist, and, in 1969, his key to the 
Plants of Central Florida was published. Also in 1969, his 
name was perpetuated in the ongoing life of Grinnell Col-
lege with the formal dedication of the Henry S. Conard En-
vironmental Research Area. 
Honored with the Doctor of Science degree by Grinnell 
College in 1944, and Haverford College in 1945, Dr. Conard 
was subsequently recognized by the Ecological Society of 
America which, in 1954, accorded him the honorary desig-
nation of "Eminent Ecologist". In 1956, his colleagues in the 
Botanical Society of America, on the nccasion of the 50th 
anniversary of the Society, selected Dr. Conard as one of 50 
persons "judged to have made outstanding conh·ibutions in 
botanical \S cience." His citation read: "Henry Shoemaker 
Conard, taxonomist, morphologist, mycologist, ecologist, bry-
ologist, shining proof that versatility may serve only to 
multiply excellences, and above all a beloved teacher." 
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